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Sir: 



Applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Patent Examiner the references listed 
on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and attached thereto. These references were cited in the first Office 
Action of the German Patent and Trademark Office (copy enclosed with English Language translation) 
regarding the German Patent Application 103 48 603.8, priority of which is claimed for the above- 
identified application. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is being filed before the issuance of a first 
Office Action on the merits, it is believed that no fee is due. However, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 03-2468 for any additional fees or credit any overpayment in 
connection with this IDS. It is respectfully requested that the foregoing IDS be incorporated into the 
official file of the present patent application. 



FJD:lgh 

Enclosures: Form PTO-1449 and seven (7) references and German Office Action with English 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as first 



class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Pateh\s, P.OJBox 1450, Alexandria, 



COLLARD & ROE, P.C. 
1077 Northern Boulevard 
Roslyn, New York 11576 
(516) 365-9802 




Respectfully submitted, 




Translation 



VA 22313-1450, on December 30, 21 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this 
form with next communication to applicant. 



